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To the Right Honourable 


bir JOHN FRYER, Bar. 
Lord Aayor of the City, of London. 


My Lon, 


SHE VI N G been 40 red ly ſome who 
WAG beard 7 is plain Diſcourſe from the 
Pulbit to make it more Publick, 1 
22e rather inclined to comply with 
2 Requeſt, becauſe I had ſome Reaſon to 
Ltprehend, that it was not altogether unac- 
reptable to Tour Lordſhip at the hearing of it. 
beg leave with the moſt humble Reſpect, to 

relter it under Tour Protection. 


Tour Lordſoip is entring upon 4 Station, 
which is not more Honourable than Difficult 
at this junfture. The beſt Deſire I can form 
or Jou, is, that the Divine Favour and Con- 
Wu? may carry Jou thro Tour Tear of cloſe 
Attendance to F ublick B ujmeſs, fo the full Sa- 
ſicfaction ＋ 0 our he Dna Sovereign 
King 


OO r » | a BE 25 Ke * 

FPpiſtle Dedicatory. | 
King GEORGE, to Tour own Comfort je 
Honour, and to the Intereſt and Peace of th; WR 
great City, over which Jou are now called 


There is the more Reaſon to. hope, thy 
Your Lordſhip will not want this Bliſſn 
| ſince Jou have remarkably appeared, in thi 
Degree of Power which Tou have altea 
held, zealous for our Proteſtant and free Ci 
 wernment, and active in the good Cauſe of 
Reformation of Manners, which muſt be tie 
Strength of any People. I wiſh Tour Lord 
ſhip the Continuance of Tour uſual Courage i 
Proſecution of thoſe noble Ends, in Tour pm. 
ſent more exalted Station; all the Succeſs 
| that can be deſired by. a good Magiſtrate in 
promoting Loyalty and Virtue among us; and 
all the Happineſs of private Life to Toy an 
Tour Relations, Tam, 1s 


My Lo Rp, 
Your Lordſhip's ver, 


Humble Servant, 


JoHN E VANS Enit 
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chron. Xv. the former 8 of 


Verfa. 


l he went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid 
into him, HHearye me, Aſa, and all 
ſudah, and Benjamin, the Lord is 
with you, while ye be with bim. 


ZO man chuſes to ſtand alone in the 
world; but every man, from a ſenſe 
ofhis inſufficiency to provide by him- 
elf alone for his own comfort and 
ey, endeavours to cultivate a friendſhip with 
ers, and to ſecure ſome with him for ſoci- 
or advice, for aſſiſtance or ſupport, as there 
ky be occaſion. The ſame reaſon inclines 
ates and Kingdoms to ſtrengthen themſelves 
good Alliances abroad. 
But while moſt people are led by this thought 
look out for friends on earth, few in com- 
ſon concern themſelves in earneſt to make 
e of the beſt friend in heaven, that they 
ay have God with them; which would be 
itely more for the adyantage cither of par- 
_ ticular 


. 


a : 


condeſcends very frequently in Seriptute # 


ligious communities. 


this, when he was attacked by a very form 


him and his people a compleat victory, whid 
is particularly related in the latter part of tation 


Agariab, an inſpired Prophet, is ſent to mi 
them with a meſſage from God. He bei 
his diſcourſe in the words I have read. Hy 

die me, Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin, yh 
Were the two Tribes that adhered to the hoi 
of David, and fo were Afa's ſubjects.“ He 
e all of you, for I have ſomething of the gte 
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* laſt importance to you as a community, a 
c to every one of you perſonally conlidered 


them, is this; The Lord is with you, whil 


ticular perſons or of ſocieties. And yet ( 


make promiſes of this great bleſſing, both 
good men in their private capacities, and toy 


The text is one aſſurance of that kin 
delivered upon a particular occaſion to Aſp 
his people. Aſa was himſelf a good Pring 
and in his time had done a great deal to refyr 
his people, as we may ſee in the beginning 
the 14 chapter. And in conſequence | 


ble army of the Ethiopians, God was plett 
very ſignally to appear for him, and to gy 


chapter. At their return from this conque 


« eſt conſequence to you all to offer; of t 


e from the King to the meaneſt of the people 
That which the Prophet has to repreſett t 


be with him. You have juſt had the Experien 
of God's appearing for you in the wonder 
« ſalvation you havę received from the atem 


« 0 


(2) 

r ſuch numerous enemies: And J have this 
o tell you for your comfort, that as you have 
this late inſtance found God on your ſide, 
Che is ſtill with you, as long as you are with 
m. But remember at the ſame time for 
L our admonition, that the continuance of this 
happineſs is conditional: He will be with _ 
ou, while you be with him, but no longer. 

is monitory declaration is more fully expreſ- 
inthe cloſe of the verſe ; But if ye for ſale 
„ be will forſake you. „„ 
That, which was particularly ſpoken to Aſa 
his people, concerns all others as much as 
m, and every individual man for himſelf as 
ch as communities; this being a ſtanding de- 
ation intended for a rule of all our expeRati- 
And I ſhall mainly conſider it in the per- 
ayiew. The words contain two principal 
—_— 


An aſſurance of the moſt deſirable good, 
ich we can propoſe to ourſelves thro our 
dle courſe. Whatever circumſtances of life 
are entring into, or may hereafter enter in- 
whateyer ſtations, either high or low, eaſy 
vifticult, we are called to fill; in every age, 
eyery condition, there is nothing which a 
e man ſhould be ſo ſolicitous about, as that 
* be with him thro” all, even down to 
L. An account of the terms, upon which, 
upon which alone this ſingular advantage 
be expected by us, The Lord is with you, 
IJ FO ET) 


viii. 


here ſet in our view. The Lord with us, Thi 
the greateſt and moſt comprehenſive beneſti 
can be ſuppoſed in our preſent ſtate, cither þ 
our honour, our ſafety, or our comfort, 


of our happineſs in both worlds. To hayeg 
with us, imports all that from him in c 
- quence of this diſtinguiſhing relation, which 
need in the ſtate of our paſſage and probatin 
as to be with God is the biggeſt expreſſion | 
deſcribing the happineſs of the world befor 
Fam now to conſider the bleſſedneſs of hai 
God with us by the way, in thoſe inſtance 
favour which are ſuited to a lower world, yl 


immediate bliſsful preſence. And the unhe 


| jeſty of heaven and carth. The greateſt! 


. der at the thought; 3 As Solomon docs, Wills 


{8.98 
while ye be with him. True friendſhip int 
caſe, as well as in all others, muſt be mutul 


Theſe two heads will be the ſubjea . 


preſent diſcougle. 
Ty 
EI begin with the bleſſing i it (elf, whig of t 


have God for our God is the ſhorteſt ſumny 


we are not yet admitted to be with hin in 


able excellency and deſirableneſs of this H 
ng will appear, if we conſider three thing, 


What he is, who will vouchſafe to WM" ©: 

vick us. This honour is put upon us by ii! a 
ercateſt of Beings. We are ready to value.” 
ſelves upon the preſence and company of dl 15 
who is much our ſuperior on earth; butt 1 
bears no proportion to the preſence of the M a 


tentate may juſtly expreſs his ſurprize and vt 


jk 


15 1 

7 99 duell on the earth 2 Will he confer 
ſuch a diſtinguiſhing honour on any of the ſons 
ot men? But the entire perfection of his na- 
ure cannot fail to make his preſence our real 
l happineſs, as well as our glory. We are glad 
of the help and affection of a fellow-creature, 
tho at beſt he is but fallible and ſhort-ſighted ; 
but God's underſtanding is infinite, his wiſdom 
lis unſcarchable, and reaches to eyery calc. 
The beſt friend on earth has but a narrow and 
limited capacity to help us, tho' he ſhould be 
ever ſo well inclined : But God is almighty 
and all- ſufficient; his kingdom rules over all, 
his influence extends every where, and to 
every cafe, the moſt conſiderable as well as the 
moſt minute. He cannot do an unjuſt or un- 
ghtcous thing, but always obſerves the exact- 


are inconſtant and changeable, uncertain to a 
3 But God is the ſame and changes 
in him there is not ſo much as the ſha- 
Now. 60f turning; his counſels are fixed, his af. 
fections ſteady, and his conduct regular. He is 
ull of benignity and mercy, ſlow to anger, and 
great kindneſs. He has an univerſal fulneſs Xs 
Wi! himſclf, and is moſt ready to communicate. 
How delircable muſt it be to have ſuch a 
tend with us in all the changes of life! One, 
ho can be with us at all times, and always 
cp us, when he is preſent; and hath that 
ver in himſelf, which ſhall make his preſence 
grateful, It is the great and bleſſed God with 


5 that is here propoſed. 
B 4. In 


eſt equity in his proceedings. Human friends 


LES 
2. In what ſenſe we are taught to exyeg 
him with us. There is a preſence of Gy io 
which is not the ſubje of any wiſh, or deſire, ꝙ Nui 
hope at all, becauſe it is neceſſary and unavod Ve 
able; I mean his preſence every where by th, Ne? 
perfection of his nature. He fills heaven n ein 
earth with his preſence: No place, no perſq . ® 
is exempted from it. There is a wrathful pt. 
fence of the great God, which is the ſources MW 3: 
endleſs mifery, which all would gladly eſcx if 
if they could. God is thus in the regions d 
| 2 Ther, darkneſs, where ſinners hall be puniſhed uit tent 
9 everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of th ¶ fruit 
| Lord, and from the glory of his power. Ther it be 
puniſhment is not only a ſeparation from h © 
| bliſsful preſence, as that is enjoyed in heaven; 
but the main ſource of their miſery will þ 
from the wrathful preſence and glorious power 
of God: That will be the hell of hell. Bu 
that, which we arc here led to expect, is fi 
more than the eſſential preſence of his ngtur, ot ** 
and quite the contrary to his wrathful preſenc. 
It is his being with us as a friend, as one 1 U 
peace with us in Chriſt ; as one well-affetdM 
towards us, who has taken us under his ſpecid 
care and charge, and made over himſelf and hy 
fulneſs to us in an eyerlaſting covenant, and 
is ready to exerciſe his all- ſufficiency in out 
favour according to our neceſſities, It is & 
F ſcribed in a very ſublime ſtrain by the propht 
| 1ialviins. Iſaiahb: Thus ſaith the high and lofty Oth 
_ that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Hi) 
I dwell in the high and holy place; with 0 | 
115 e 40 


K 1 

Ma that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 70 
Live the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive 
Ve heart of the contrite ones. That, which 
ye are here encouraged to hope for, is God's 
Coon with us, as one on our ſide, and ready 
o act in our favour as becomes a God. This 

leads me to conſider 
3. The bleſſed effects, which muſt reſult 
50 ſuch a Being in ſuch a ſort with us. And 
who can conceive of them in their full ex- 
tent? But the Scriptures intimate many happy 
Fruits of it, ſufficient to raiſe our deſires after 
it beyond any other good. 

God with us will be the beſt and moſt agree- 
able ſociety we can enjoy. If we can have free 
acceſs to him as our God, that will give us more 
W ſubſtantial and ſatisfying joy, than can be deri- 

W vcd from the pleaſanteſt company on carth. A 

Irctirement, a ſolitude will not be diſagrecable, 

but delightful, if in that a reconciled God is - 
with us. This has made deſarts and dunge- 
ons no unpleaſant places to ſome perſecuted 
Saints. This makes a Chriſtian enter into his 
cloſet with more delight, than others find in the 
moſt entertaining converſation to be met with. 
Our Lord Jeſus, as man, plainly ſpeaks the 
lively refreſhment to be had this way; Ze (lays 


am not alone, for the father is with me. Vous“ 
will ſoon forſake me, I ſhall appear abandoned 
of all; but (till T ſhall have my Father with 
me, Which will be much more ſupporting and 


ſatisfying than all your company. 5 
B 2 wu 


he to his Diſciples) ſhall leave me alone ; but 'T Jos xvi, 


(229 

God with us will qualify us for the regular 

diſcharge of every ſervice, to which we ate 

called, If we ſhould apprehend any too greit 

to be well executed by us, yet God's call to 

them, and his preſence in them, will effectual ly 

furniſh us for them. Perſons of weak and 

low abilities, when they have been diffident of 

themſelves, and put their truſt in God, hay 

found they were able to do all things thro hin 

' ſtrengthening them. He fails not to ſi. 

ply his faithful fervants with wiſdom and 

ſtrength proportionable to their work. He 

5 Cee"; males the fooli ſh things of the world to confound | 

27, 28. the wiſe, and weak things of the world to co: 

found the mighty, and things which are dt. 

ſpiſed, yea, which are not, to bring to nought 

things which are. And much more we may 

expect, that where he has given a competent 

furniture for any province, he will direct toa 

regular uſe of it, as difficulties may occur, 

Hence we find good men in Scripture, when 

imployed in new ſervices, often animated with 

aſſurances that God would be with them, ſo 

as to venture chearfully on their work, and 

Exod. iii. with uncommon ſucceſs. Moſes and Feremu 
Jer.i.6,8. are two remarkable inſtances. 

If he is with us, we ſhall not. want a ouide 

in affairs of the greateſt intricacy. When 
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2 Chron. c know not what to do, what courſe to ſteer, we Na 
may have our eyes upon him as an allwiſe director, N. ac 
When we underſtand not our way, we may de te 
Ezraviii. ſeek of him à right way, as the Jews did. Wl for 
God with the e Ifpaclites in the wilderneſ 5 t pr 
Jill 


XX. I 2. 


21. 


if 13) 


- of 4 cloud by day to lead them in the Exod. xiii. 


L,, and a pillar of fire by night, to give them 


. If it ſhould be ſaid, that theſe were 


ordinary caſes 3 yet, in a moral ſenſe, God 
be that which is equivalent, to every good 


In that truſts in him. If we have affairs of 
ment upon our hands, either relating to our 
bn velfare or reputation, or to the credit and 
reſt of Religion, or to the ſervice of our 
neration, and are afraid any of theſe ſhould 
Fer by our imprudence or miſmanagement; 
t can make no ſuch proviſion for a good iſ- 


as by committing our ſelves to a divine 


| dut, God has various methods in the 
rſe of providence to make our way plain 


fore us: And we may depend upon it, that a 


l man's eps ſhall be ordered or directed &y vc. 4s * 


Lord. 

If we have him with us, we ſhall not want 
effectual Protector in the greateſt dangers. He 
q eaſily prevent the approach of thoſe dangers, 
which we may be moſt ſtrongly and ratio- 


ly apprehenſive ; or he can ſecure us in the pg. 


lt of them, compaſſing us about with his 
vur as with a ſhield. This is an effect of the 
ine preſence, often taken notice of by good 
n in their way. This Jacob records to the 
hour of God and to his own comfort, that 


. according to the tenor of the promiſe 3+ 
de to him, when he left his father's houſe, 
for the ſame purpoſe as was intimated in 


„was with him in the way which he went, Geaxxxv. 


t promiſe; Behold, I am with thee, and Gen. 
will XXVuL. I 5 


„. 

Will keep thee in all places whither thou 90 
The ſame benefit is obſeryd by Sregjyy il 
have been the effect of God's being with 5 
ſeph, the ſon of that Patriarch, when hy 

- malice of his brethren he was ſent down in 
Ads vii. 9. Egypt with no good deſign, God was «jj 
ham, and delivered him out of his affliiiy 
Two whole Pſalms are taken up in deſcribiy 

the ſecurity of thoſe, of whom God under 

the protection; I mean the 91* and the 144 
Whether we are at home or abroad, by nil 

or by day, the watchman of 7/7ae/ is the H 
Guardian from all kinds of danger, #70: «li, 
adverſary and evil occurrent. 
Sd with us will ſecure us beſt againſt theꝶ 
nicious effects of temptation. Snares await 
wherever we go, and in every condition 

life: Eſpecially in ſome ſtations, in ſome co 

panies ; a good man cannot help being ay 

of this, and therefore is ſolicitous that he n 

be ſecured from falling. But our own a 

will be inſufficient, unleſs we have God foro 

- keeper : And therefore we are directed 7o pr 
Mat. xxvi. as Well as watch, that we enter not into te 
4% Fation. It is well known how ill Petr 8 
quitted himſelf, when he laid too great a fl 

upon his own reſolution, and was left of , 

But weak Chriſtians, under a ſpecial divine 

fluence, have come off gloriouſly in very ſv 

ing trials, maintained an unuſual preſence 

mind in great ſurprizes, and have been ena 

to ſtand ina very evil day. 


(15 ] 


tis will add a double reliſh to all our other 
n borts, and make the enjoyment of them ſafe 
reſpect of our beſt intereſts. A good man has 
er reliſh of all the lawful enjoymentsof life 
ich he poſſeſſes, than others can have, becauſe 
can conſider them as the gifts of divine favour, 
as only ſpecimens of what a God in cove- 
nt will do for him. And while he uſes them 
ger the influence of divine grace and conduct, 

ne of his out ward comforts will become ſnares 
Am. 8 
on the other hand; This will ſupport us even 
b our darkeſt hours, when afflictions come to 
bitter our enjoyments. Gad will be with us Pal. xci. 
trouble; when pollibly our friends on earth . 
y forſake us, or will not be able to help us. 
e divine preſence is ſufficient to make us to 
ce in tribulation, at leaſt to preſerve us 
mm ſinking. It will calm our paſſions, and 
derate our ſorrows, raiſe our hopes, and a- 
te our fears, and ſecure us of a deliverance 
duc time. This will compoſe our minds to 
calm and chearful frame even in that hour, 
ich of itſelf is the darkeſt of all others in 
Ws world, and much more to a guilty mind; 
Wncan a dying hour. Tho' I Wall thro the pfil. xxiii. 
% of the ſhadow of death, IT will fear no+ 

; for thou art with me. e 
To cloſe this head: If we have God with us, 
will ſecure every thing elſe with us and for 
as far as is for our good. If God be for us, Rom. viii. 
0 can be againſt us? The miniſtring Spirits 3** _ 
heaven, the holy Angels will attend us; for 

Tn, be 


} i 
th 
Int 
vi 
1 


bi 


fal. xci. 
in 

Prov. xvi. 
7. 

1 Cor. i 
11. 


1 
he gives them charge concerning his ſeal 
He can ſoon make our enemies to be at 3 


with us, In one word, then a/l/ thing J 


. Þe ours, one way or another made to an 
. for our good. 


I proceed o the ſecond head, 


18. The terme, upon Which alone ye « 


reaſonably expect a ſhare in this advantage, 


Lord is with you, while Je be with hum | 


may be proper here, | 
Firſt, To explain the expreſſion, and cu 


der what is included in it. 


Secondly, To ſhew, how the duty on off 


part ſtands connected with the bleſſing. 


Firſt, To explain the 5 Oni | 


with God. 
We cannot but obleres, that the phil 


the ſame on our part as on God's. But it isplai 


it muſt ſignify ſomething very different, wh 


apply'd to us, from that which is intended 01 


when apply d to God. God's being with us i 


ports all favour and benefit to us; but he is nf 


capable of receiving any ſuch return from 


nor we of making it. 


But yet the uſe of the ſame hh to cxpr 


that which is expected on our part, belpca 
| ſome analogy ; that, as in all other friend(hi 
ſo in this, there muſt be ſomething mutti 


God and we cannot walk together, except 
be agreed. If we expect God to be with 


we 3 be with him; tho' not in the return 
any ſuch benefits as reſult from his being with 


! 


(17) 


vet in ſuch an attachment to him as our ſtate 


and condition will admit. And ſo I apprehend 


that it will fairly include the ſeveral particulars 
following, which are all of them neceſſary to 


Jjuſt expectations of God's being with us. 


1. That we are with him by a firm adherence 


to his true worſhip. This ] take notice of firſt, 


as it is expreſly taken notice of in the context. 
Judah and Benjamins being with God is op- 


4 poſed to the defection of the: ten tribes to ido- 


latry ; who are thus deſcribed in ver. 3. Now 
r a long ſeaſon Iſrael, (2. e. the ten tribes) hath | 
C been without the trae God, and without a teach- 
Ling prieft, and without law, But Aſa with his 


people now adhered to the true worſhip of God. 
W God gives the ſame oppoſite charather of theſe. 


people by the prophet Hoſea. Ephraim compaſ- Hoſ:xi 12. 
ſeth me about with lies, and the houſe of Iſrael 


with deceit i. e. they worſhip me not in the 
way of my own appointment, but by the falſe 
medium of the calves ſet up by Jeroboam, which 
are called /zes and deceit, ſuitable to the known. 


language ofthe Old Teſtament concerning idols : 


But Jud ah yet ruleth with God, and is faithful | 
with the Saints. A defection to idolatry and 


W falſe worſhip is commonly and principally meant 
by the phraſe of Forſaling God, which is ſo 
Joſten uſed by the prophets. The people of Ju- 


so idolatry ; but they relinquiſhed it again, and 


dah, as well as Iſrael, had ſometimes fallen in- 


returned to God, under the influence of ſome 
good princes; whereas the ten tribes from their 
firſt revolt continued their adherence to the cor- 

C m tient 


2 Chron, 
XVI. 3. 


jm 1. xxix. 
| da I 4. 


Tick places, and breaking down the mages 
And the people appeared of the ſame po 
This is here eminently called their being with 


hope of God's being with a people or a perſoy 
that they adhere to his worſhip in the way of hi; 
oven e and to the religion of the 
5 A 


try of our hearts, that ſomething elſe has mor 
the aſcendant there than himſelf, we can haue 
= title to the promiſe. Of this God afluresthe 


far from me, and their fear toward me is taigit 
( theprecept of men: Therefore Twill proceal 
fo do a marvellous work, &c. There is no me 


devote ourlelyes to him, we give him "i 


(18) 


ruptions introduced by Jeroboam. Aſa hy 


juſt ſhewn a commendable forwardnels in tab 
away the altars of the ſtrange Gods, and t 


God: And the prophet aſſures them, that they 
ſhould find the advantage of God's rod, ile 
they continued ſtedfaſt to his true worſhip. ai 
as it was then, ſo it is (till pre-requiſite to a ui 


That we are with him by. a ſincere dew [ris 


5 3 and affection of heart. Tho we ſhodi e 
cry up the temple of the Lord, 2nd be at the fu MC 
theſt remove from external idolatry and ſuperſt Bec 
tion; tho we ſhould appcar to have the gret: then 
eſt zeal for God's honour and ſervice ; yet "if 


this be a meer outſide, and God ſees the idols 


Ss, The Lord ſaid, foraſmuch as this peipk 
_ near me with their mouth, and with ti 
lips do honour me, but have removed their heat 


dium in God's account between a hearty lovet 
him and being his enemies. Tho when y 


that 


19). 
that is advantagious; * tis an it highly 
ſplcaſing, and upon which he abſolutely inſiſts. 
Feen idol that was ſet up in our hearts muſt be 
Lipo, and God allowed to have the main 
Intereſt there, or he will not dwell with us. Aſa 
therefore, in conſequence of the declaration in 


into a covenant to ſeek the Lord God of their © 
Withers, with all their heart, and with all their 
ouls. They gave up themſelves to him in co- 
Evcnant, laid themſelves under the firmeſt bonds, 
under renewed bonds to be his; ſo they hoped 0 
moſt effectually to ſecure God with them. And 
| his we may all be aflured of, that if our hearts 
gare right with him and ſtedfaſt in his covenant, 
Five ſhall not want the benefits of his preſence. 


therefore will I deliver „ 
iſ 3. That we are with him in the practical obe- 
dience and conformity of our lives to his com- 
mands. God alone knows who are his by a 
truly devoted heart, becauſe he only ſearches 


charity to hope that, where there is a regular life. 
But tho there may poſſibly be a fair external 

appearance without an upright heart to ſupport 
it; yet it is certain, that wherever God has the 
Wiupreme intereſt in the heart, that will produce 
becoming fruits in the life. And this is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to his preſence with us. Iniquity, 
ccourſe of ſin, muſt ever ſeparate between God 


the text, convened the people; and they entred » Chron 2 
I2 


0; Wbecauſe, ſays God, he has ſet his love pon me, vi; b 
„ 14. | 


the heart and tries the reins ; we are obliged in 


in and us. F we ſay, we have fellowſhip with r Joba 


m, and walk in darkneſs, we lie, and do not 
7 ©. "760 


14 Chron. 


ties and ſtations. Aſu was a pious prince, aud, 
according to the obligation under which mai 


religion there. It is probable, that the prophe 
had this in his eye in the phraſe of their being 


theſe words, took courage, to proceed in that te. 
forming work which he had begun, and put a 
way the abominaile idols (thoſe of them that 


Benjamin. Tus was eſteemed his being with 
Gol, his acting for his intereſt according to hi 


vhich God gives us: That every one of us il 
private tations contribute our utmoſt to the ad 


Every man ſhould endeavour this i in his own 
family, if his influence can cxtend no far- 


tunity, God expects s a proportionablc appttccti 
on to ſerve his intereſt, and do good in the woll Id. 


( 20 ) 
the truth. But if we keep his way, he will 
ſirengrhen our hearts. 
4. That we are with him by a regular zeal 
for his cauſe and intereft, and by: endeavours 
promote it in the world according to our capagj. 


ſtrates were in the theocracy of the eus, he 
had begun to extirpate the remains of public 
idolatry among his people, and to revive a facegf 


with God: Aſa, it is plain, en he heard 


ſtill remained) % of all the land of Judah aul 


ſtation and the work of his day. And itis ne. 
ceſſary to our juſt expectations of God with us 
that we act in like manner for God, according 
to the calls of our time and the opportunity 


vancement of religion and goodneſs in the worid, 


ther. But where providence inlarges the oppot: 


Thoſe in particular, who are called to ſtations 
of magiſtracy, ſhould fo far imitate this exam 


ple 


| {2 21 mn 

lc of Aſa, as to 1 10 their more difuſive in 
Jence to reform the age they live in. I cannot 
ly, they have authority to oblige people by the 
1 {word or any of the motives of this life to 
Hbrace the true religion. But it is their proper 


F evil-doers, and the praiſe of them that do well. '* 
nd the cauſe of virtue is the cauſe of God as 
tell as of their country. When vice comes in like 
torrent, it may be ſaid to be God's language, 


tho will Yoke up for me againſt the workers of "6. 
Lquity ? Happy the magiſtrate, whoſe heart 
wers, here am I, ſend me; who heartily im- 
rks in this ſervice to his country out of a ſenſe 
ut his duty to God, and fo becomes a miniſter 
God for good. Whatever oppoſitionhe meets 
th, God will be with him, and he can eaſily 
ure ſucceſs beyond expectation, effectually 
ne: nour them who thus honour him, and poſſi- 
us for their ſakes may grant many bleſſings to a 
ing Wgdom or a city, over which they preſide. 
ity G to all this it muſt be added, 


d dependance, and by a frequent humble appli- 
lon to him for his gracious conduct. This muſt 
wn ompany all the reſt. An expreſs declaration 
the neceſſity of it ſtands connected with the 
e Lord is with you, while ye be with 
andi, ye ſeek him, he will be found of you. 


expects we ſhould maintain a high value for 


Frequently offer up our fervent prayers for the 
con- 


ſoyince to apply themſelues to the puniſhment : Pet. ii 


ho will riſe up for me againſt the evil-doers ? pfl. xciv. 


5. That we are with God in a conſtant 1 8 


preſence, a ſenſe of our need of it, and that 


1 
continuance of it thro the ſeveral periodz 3 
circumſtances of our lives. This has been y 
temper of good men in all ages, eſpecially 

thoſe who have had God moſt remarkably vi 
Genaxviiithem. After God had made Jacob ſuch à yy 
20, 21. miſe, Jacob expreſſes the ſtrength of his de 

Ex. xxxi;. after it by a vow annexed. Moſes had hishe 
25, x7. ſo much ſet upon it, that he ſaid, If thy 
ſence go not with me, carry us not up hey 
And this importunity had ſo good ſucceſ;, f 
God anſwers, 1 will do this thing that thou u 
' ſpoken. God will never leave nor forſakethoſf 
Who maintain ſuch a frame of mind as thi 
Which leads mie to obſerve ³ ³—U 
- Secondly, How our being with God fn 
connected with his being with us. 
I ſhall only obſerve, that as to communitif 
even an external adherence to God and the i 
tereſts of vritue and religion is commonly: 
tended with many temporal marks of his fayo 
As we ſec inthe caſe of the Fews, even an 
ternal reformation. by the influence of a got 
Prince at their head was uſually followed by tl 
ſmiles of Providence; tho their quick and: 
neral defection afterwards, when ill Princes | 
ceeded, ſhew'd the inſincerity of their com 
ance. ye der 
hut as to particular perſons, and for the leq 
ring of God's gracious preſence to the molt 
vantagious purpoſes, none but thoſe whole he 
are truly and prevailingly for God, can julily 
pend upon his being for them and with the 
And it is neceſſary, we ſhould perleverc 
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3 

adherence to God, as ever we hope for 
continuance with us. Therefore Aſa and 
people, when they had juſt met with a graci- 
b appearance of God for them, are warned, 
at if they forſook him, He woufd forſake them. 
pon any partial departure from him, by a par- 
Tular known fin, by the abatement of our af- 
Aion, by the cooling of our zeal, or by the 
glect of our dependance; we may reaſona- 
y expect ſome teſtimony of his diſpleaſure: 
r in other words, that his appearing to be 
Ich us in the beneficial fruits of it, is like to 
in proportion to the evenneſs and regularity 
our diſcharge of the duty we owe to him. 
For a cloſe of all, if the meaſures of a juſt 
pectation, that God will be with a commu- 
ty, are ſuch as have been ſtated ; we may ra- 
er adore his forbearance, than form a comfor- 
le concluſion that he will not forſake us. The 
olution of our manners is ſurely come to an 
common degree; the {low progreſs of at. 
Wpts for reformation of open vice, and the 
uſual oppoſition which ſuch endeavours meet 
th from moſt magiſtrates, will appear to ſober _ 
Was a bad prognoſtick. I chuſe not here to 
ter farther into the particulars.of 'our national 
ences; but rather defire we may be all excited 
linccre repentance for our own ſins; that the 
„ who remain friends to goodneſs, would 
more zealous according to their ſtations for 
moting religion and virtue among us, and by 
neſt prayer intercede for our land. That is 
only way, wherein we can hope, that God 
„ e e 


the other. Let us then devote ourſelves yi 


Jer. Xxxii. 
9 


and go on in our duty, depending on his preſu 


till he has brought us to his glory. Then le 
on all occaſions encourage our ſelves in the l 
our God, believing that he is with us accy 
ing to his promiſe. Let us be animated yl 
this thought, in cvery diſtreſs and difficult, 
every want and danger, in every ſtation and] 


that we may not depart from him; that jj 
may not turn away from us from doing usy 
according to his promiſe. .:Let us heartily 
cept the true Immanuel, God with uss: By 
tue of our relation to the Son of God magef 


, effcQual relief and c 
be with God. 


en 
will yet extricate us out of the preſſing dig; 
we are ſunk into at home, and avert frgy 
the ſorer calamities we fear from abroad. 
But the ſecuring of God with ourſelye,, 
ſonally is more certainly within our power, 


out reſerve to God; and make this our hey 
prayer, that he will ſo put His fear in our hey 


we: ſhall be intitled to this gracious preſeng 
God. Let us adhere to his intereſt, obey his 


and conduct. So he will guide us by his cou 


riod of life; for God with us will cver be 


7. 
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